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ways of his Providence, without giving 
us ſome ſigns, to direct and aſſiſt us in out 


gment; Who can no more comprehend 
the Divine counſels, without the Divine 
light, than we can behold the ſun, without 


the aſſiſtance of his own rays. 
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When our bleſſed Lord required the people 
to examine, and judge fo 


„ OE „23 e 


Alves, from 
the ſigns which attended his coming, he 


called them to a pleaſant as well as 4 profitable 
enquiry : for, as he then came to ſave the 
world, all the þgns)given; to confirm his 
miſſion, explained the end of it, and were 
ſigns of ſalvation. The blind received their 
_ fight, the ears" of the deaf were opened, the 
ſick were healed, the dead were raiſed. 
Even the heathen poets, according to the 
expectation they had of ſo deſirable an event, 
repreſent it under the moſt beautiful imagery, 
as the reſtoration of a golden age, in which 
man ſhould recover that purity and . 
of; Which he had ſo long been deprived by 
the corruption of his nature. And when 
theſe things were about to be fulfilled, we 
hear the ſervants of God, who were better 
informed, congratulatin g each other on the 


times 


Toy 


times they had lived to ſee : Hlaſed art thou 
among women, aid E lizabeth- tothe, holy 
Virgin: Bleffed « are your eyes, ſaid che Lord to 
his diſciples: many prophets and kingschave 


deſired to ſee, the things Which Je ſee, and 


haye not ſeen. them. The wiſe men of the 
eaſt .7, exoiced;.with. exceeding” great. Joys when 


they ſaw the ſtar which directed them: the 
ſhepherds, glorified! and praiſed Gad for all the 
things Which, they had ſeen and beard:: even 


the heavenly. hoſt uttered a ſong of triumph 


the heavens rejoiced, and the earth waiuglad, 
when the Saviour was uſhered into the worlde 
al the ſigns of bis birth, and of his miniſtry, 
were favourable and falutary, and inſpired 
with hope and gladneſs all thoſe; who! were 
wiſe enough to underſtand them. 
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Such were the ſentiments of men and 
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angels at his firſt appearance. His- fecond 


— 


Gap? B 2 coming, 


tz) 


evimming, to judge the world,” hath alfo its 
figns ;-but none pf them are pleaſant : they 
are all alarming, all terrible; all partaking of 
che nature of at tremendous event in which 
they are to terminate : ; earthquakes, famines, 
peſtilences, diſtreſs of nations; infurrections 


and tumults; diſturbing the world, as ſtortns 


 agitate'the wide waters of the ſea; thele are 
the things we are to lock far. As bodily 
death is preceded by ſymptoms of a deadly 
fort; by terrors and faintings, and pangs, and 
convulſions ; we have every reaſon to expect, 

what the world's death will be brought on by 


fins and diforders, upon a great ſcale, arid of 


are alta the et of ah time, | they: are 
marking its characters: but, in ignorance: 
they know not What they da. 
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Herod and Pontius Pilate, and the rulers of 
the Jetvs; were all buſy in bringing to paſs 
what the hand and counſel of God had de- 
termined to be done; but without knowin g 


. ths they had ends and objects of their own, at 


which they were aiming for themſelves, 
while they were fulfilling the purpoſes of 
God; and had they received any friendly 


hint of what they were doing, they would 


have rej jected it with I and Fw 
have put the monitor to death. LETS 

The caſe is the fame now. A conſiderable 
part of mankind are vehemently» purſuing 
their own imaginations : and while they 
chemſelves ate blind to the nature and conſe- 
quences of their own actions, they are giving 


inſtruction to us: their darkneſs is our light: 


and I mean, with God's s help, to uſe it as 


ſuch opon the preſent occaſion, | 
B 3 I am 


e 5 
+ Fam very ſenſible; that the atttention of the 
public hatli been nearly exhauſted; and their 
cutioſity ſatiated 5 With tlie many fearfub ac- 
counts tranſmitted to us, and the pious and 
pertinent reflex ions made upon them by good 
and learnech men. But ſtill, there is a certain 
view of the ſubject, ſo edifying, that we can 
ſcarcely dwell! too much upon tt. As politi- | 
dans, we enquire how far government may 
ſuffer from dangerous innovations: as a com- 
mercial nation, e confider how trade may be 
affected; as a military people, we conſult 
how war, is to be carried on; with what re- 
ſources ; and what will be its probable iſſue 
Allcthis is very proper: but, as Chriſtians, it 
is Our duty to compare the ſigns of the time 
with what, the Almighty Ruler of' the world 
hath been pleaſed to open, concerning his 
OWN purpoles, and the events to be expected 
as the world draws nearer to its end. I enter 


here 


* 2 17 aſd = > 


here upon r no x. -- inveſtigation ; but mean 


= 


to confine myſelf to one remarkable fign 0 ; 
the laſt days, which 1 think bath never yet 


received an adequate interpretation; not 


through the unſkilfulneſs of interpreters; 'Y bat, 


becauſe it ſeems to be one of thoſe myſterious 
predictions, which nothing but the event can 


enable us to underſtand : and which A ſucceſ- 


ſion of future events may till be opening 10 


us farther than we can ſee at preſent. 


— 


It ſeems, there was a perſuaſion very early 


in the Chriſtian church, that the coming of 
Jeſus Chriſt, to judge the world, was then 
near at hand. His judgment of the jewiſh 
nation had been foretold, i in terms ſo appli- 
cable to his final Judgment, that a miſtake 

might thence ariſe, even among wiſe and 
pious Chriſtians : of w hich IJ Paul having 


heard, gives them proper information, in 


B 4 that U 


| 7 ry N 


that remarkable paſſage of the ſecond chapter 

£ISSIT © : 53 2 17 s L249 I? i 10 1 IP 

of the. ſecond epiſtle to the Theſſalmians ; : 
20 1121 Fi — 14815 12 A* 


wherein he Warns them of a very extraordi- 
197 137243 © Il. 


nary fact, which would precede the final de- 
fragion 0 of this world; and that the, end of 
1 al things w was not to be expected, til this 


ſhould | have come to pak... The paſſage 1s 


this, Le ” man ove ou by any Means : a 
for that dy ſhall not come, except there COME a 
falling away (48 apoſtacy) ff, and that 1 man 
of jin be revealed, the ſen of per -dition : who 2 
prſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called 
G: d, or that j 15 worſhipped; 7 that he as God, 
fo reth in the emp of 2 0 Heri ing himſelf that 
be i 15 [2 d it may be proper, that the words, 
in which a prophecy, is delivered, ſhould have 


a certain degree of obſcurity, that they may 


not open too much before the time : and the 


fame happens par tly from the neceflity of the 
caſe ; becauſe the thing which hath not as 


yer 


_ ” 2 * 


yet been known to the world, will be con- 


| ceived with difficulty, even from a plain 


deſctiption of it. This i 13 applicable to the 


paſſage now before us; on which volumes . 


have been written, with great uncertainty of 
interpretation; 6 depending on facts, which 
however bad in their way, did certainly 
never come up to this deſeription. But when 
the event brings its own interpretation with 
it, a child may ſee farther than the mol} 
learned could before : and if the whole paſſage 
be taken i in its obvious ſenſe, and with all its 
circumſtances, it will apply itſelf fo direct 
to a caſe in hand, that little doubt can remain 
in the mind of any reader, who has no reaſon 


for ſhutting his eyes againſt the truth. 


We obſerve then, firſt, that a falling away 
ſhould happen before the end of the world. 
The orginal calls it an apfacy 3 which term, 
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int the coll] 15 | Chriſtian apoſtle, can 1 mean 
nothing but an \apoſtacy from the Chriſtian 
faith and worſhip. And this is more parti- 
& cularly aid to conſiſt 3 in A revelation of a man 
of fin, the fon of perdition. It is not neceſ- 
fary here to ſuppoſe, that this man of fin 1 is 
only one individual perſon. In the tenth. 
Plalm, when we read of the man of the earth, 
we do not underſtand 2 ſin gle perſon but 5 
characler, a ſort of ungodly People, whoſe 
| whole confidence is in this world. In like 
manner, the man of fin may very properly de- 
note A particular ſort of ſinful character, or 
even the race of mankind, when become 
ſinful in che extreme, according to that ſtate 
of depravity, which is deſeribed in the words 
that follow. For, it ſeems, this man of fin 
ofpoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that 75 
called God, or that is worſhipped.” Here the 
terms are leſs difficult! in the original than in 


the 


C if 
the Engliſn. All that is called God is literally 
every perſon, every man, who is called God: 
and the word we tranſlate worſhipped expreſles 
moſt properly that ſort of worſhip, which is 
given to venerable or auguſt perſons, what- 
ever the office may be that makes them ſuch. 

If we enquire who they are that are called 
God, it immediately occurs, that the expreſ- 
ſion cannot ſo properly denote God himſelf” as 
the vicegerents of God ; thoſe who are called 
by his name. And who are they? The 
Scripture itſelf will anſwer us: I have ſaid, 
ye are gods; which words are ſpoken of 


princes and rulers; as it is alſo faid in the law 


(Exod. xxii. 28.) thou ſhalt not revile the gods, 


nor curſe the ruler of thy people; where the 
latter clauſe 1s but explanatory of the former. 
The reaſon of this is plain: rulers are called 
God, becauſe they act under him, and execute 
8 5 9 is 


© is at 
tis laws by his own authority. The queffion 
therefore is partly anſwered: they that, are 
called God are kings and rulers, Our bleſſed. 
eee ee + 26: 
The name of God, therefore, is plainly given 
to men, on account of their office and com 
miſſion under the word of God, whether they 
be princes, prophets, or prieſts; becauſe they | 
act in God's ſtead with reſpe& to mankind. 
Our Saviour, therefore, even in his human 

capacity, had a right to be called God, in vir- 
tue of his commiſſion; and this ſeems to have 
been the intention of his argument with tlie 
Jews, as an argumentem ad Homines, taken 


from the words of their own law. 


We ſhall obtain ſonie farther light zue ei 
character of the man of ſin, if we go on witn 
i =” 


. 13 * 
the apoftle's account of him. The fabſea, It 
appears, had deen mentioned to the diſciples 


before, and privately expounded to them ; 3 


for, ſays he, ye now what withholdeth, that he 


might be revealed i in his time; for the myſtery of 
miquity ith already work 3 only he who now 
letteth, at let, till he be taken out of 1 the way! ; 
and then ſhall that Wick d one be revealed whom 
the Lord ſhall defiroy with the brightneſs of his 
coming. This part of the deſcription informs 
us, firſt, that the man of ſin, and that myſtery 

of! iniquity which worketh for the producing 
of the character, was even chen in the world, 
and would have broken aut; "but that, 
ſecondly, there was ſome reſtraining power, 
which ſerved as a let or hindrance, to keep it 
down; till the time ſhould, come, when it ſhould 
fiſe up in its true ſhape, and be fully diſplay- 
ed to the world. And, laſtly, as it is to be 


fcſtroyed by the actual prefence of the Lord 


1 


. 


— CE IF INN * | l 


| 
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rw 
"and } 


| in judgment, it . be the laſt form of lin, 


Ho * 


or power of iniquity, that ſhall appear in the 
world. It, may be worth diſtinguiſhing here, 
though I would, build nothing upon it, that 


the word for wicked one is [not gene- but 
* 9 ; 


| ages, lawleſs: 3.248 caſting out, and | renounc- 


4 


ing, all authority, of law, as well human as 
| What has been ſaid : amounts to ) this: : that, 

in the laſt age of the world, ' before the, com- 
ing of Chrift, there ſhould be an actual apoſ- 

tacy, or departure from the Chriſtian faith and 
worſhip: that the ſinful nature of man, rifing 
up againſt the powers of religion and govern- 
ment, which had reſtrained it for fo many 
ages, ſhould break looſe, and take a form of 


iniquity, ſuch as may properly be called a new 


2 


revelation of ſin, which the world had never 


ſeen before. More particularly, that this 


% 1 


form 


025 3 


form of ſin ſhould exalt itſelf againſt the au- [| 
thority of God in his miniſters; whether civil | 
or religious: that it ſhould even ſeize upon 
the temple of God, and convert it into the 
temple of man; chat it ſhould exclude God; 
and make a God of itſelf, claiming! the hos 
nours of divine worſhip. That this ſpirit of 
diſobedience had always been at Work; but 


that there was a power which hindered it 
from ſhew ing itſelf to the world, till the 
proper ſeaſon; when that reſtraining power 


- — — — . 
—— Re — — — — — rot . 
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ſhould no longer operate, but be taken out of ] 
the way, either by the violence' of man, or the | 


juſt judgment of God, or by the one co- ope- 
rating with the other. And finally, that this | 
is the laſt and moſt deſperate ſtate of ſin, on 
which Chriſt himſelf ſhall come to take ven- 
+ geance, when its meaſure (of which he is 
the only proper judge) ſhall be filled up. 
Then ſhall this wicked one, whoſe fin is the 


fa me 


* Fn ? . - . 16 . 2 
rn ig þ # how {. oy TS} {+ 133 37% 445 14 
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| "UM with that of Lucifer, the * of the 
Moſt High ; and of Corah, who exalted him. 
{elf againft the authority of ] God in his 


miniſters Moſes and Aaron, the king and the 
prieſt; periſh as they did. Satan was caſt 


down, and the flames of heaven followed 
him. :T he fire of the Lord came forth, to 
deſtroy Corah and his company: and after: the 
bke form ſhall judgment be taken on this man 
of fin: who is to be' puniſhed with everlaſty 


ing Ytrudtion from the preſence of the Lord, 


and from the glory of his power, when hg 
ſhall be revealed in has fire, 


1 will not omit, though it be FRO ne · 
ceſſary to obſerve after What has been ſaid, 
that, in detecting the man of ſin, we may uſe 
the ſame method as John the Baptiſt did for 
diſcovering the true Meſſiah, when he ſent 
his diſciples with this queſtion, Art thou he 


that 


W- 


(© 9 
that ſhould come, or look we for another The 


meſſengers in this caſe Were bidden to ob- 


ſerve, what was done by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
were aſſured, that John would thence know 
for certain, who he was 'that did it: the 
works of ſalvation would infallibly point out 


the Saviour. So if we are inquiring after the 


man of ſin, let us but obſerve what he does, 
and we ſhall be ſure who he is. Thus for 


example; if inſtead of the ſacred right of 
government, we find the ſacred right of in- 
ſurrection; inſtead of God only wiſe, the 
wiſdom of man deified and adored in the 
temple of God; inſtead of the liberty -of 
ſerving God, which is the only true 
freedom, the liberty of diſobeying him; 
inſtead of that juſtice and mercy, in which 


only man can be like to God; the power of 


death, the delight of the devil, wantonly ex- 


G4 erciſing 
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erciſing itſelf in deſtroying men's lives; in- 


ſtead of laws for ſecuring property, rapine 

and ſacrilege laying every thing waſte; we 
deſire to know, what the true man of ſin, 
whoever he is to be, and whenever he is to 
come, can do more? If there could be ſuch 
a thing as an actual incarnation of the prince 
of the infernal regions, it does not appear 
what he could do worſe. He might perhaps 
difplay greater acts of power, as being an angel 
that excels in ſtrength ; but he could not 
commit greater acts of fin : For, what fins do 
we know of beyond rebellion, ſacrilege, mur- 
der, and blaſphemy ? two of which are more 
than Lucifer was guilty of whos he was caſt 


out of heaven. 


Little did we think twenty years ago, that 
we ſhould hve to fee theſe things fulfilled fo 
nearly as they have been: and in ſhewing 


this, 


* 9 


chile; I ſhall have no . to invent or to 


exaggerate; the facts are ſuch as will ſpeak 
for themſelves; and there is ſcarcely a perſon 
here preſent, who could not ſay to me what I 
am about to ſay to him. We all know, that 
in the neighbouring country, a direct apoſtacy 
hath taken effect. The Chriſtian religion 
hath been renounced; ' not | negatively, 
through corruption of manners, or neglect of 
truth ; but poſitively, publicly, and in ſolemn 
form. The reſtraining power of government, 
and the obligations of law, have not been in- 
terrupted and defied, in the fury of tumultuous 
agitation, but abſolutely taken out of the way 
and aboliſhed. The ww1// of a wicked nation 
hath been admitted as the only ſovereign /aw 
now to be obeyed: and while the golpel 
teaches, that there is one Lawgriver, who is able 
to ſave and to deſiroy, we ſee a portentous 


company riſen up, who take to themſelves 
C2 | the 
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1 
23 | the ſublime denomination of legiſlators ; Hot 
| under the authority of God, but in their own 
/ richt; excluſtve of his legiflation, and in op- 
poſition to his power. And, that nothing 
may be wanting to the fulfilling of the pro- 
Phecy, even in the letter, the churches have 
been ſhut up from the worſhip of God, and 
opened to admit the worſhip of reaſn; an 


idol unknown to the temples of Pagan anti- 


quity. And what is the reaſon here intended ? 
It is the reaſon of man ; that is, of the philo- 
ſopher or the plowman; for the one is as 
much a man as the other; and where all are 
equal, as good a man. And what 1s the rea- 
_ fon of wan, but the mind of man? And 
what is the mind of man, but man himſelf; 
who now, as God, is actually ſeated in the 
temple of God to be worſhipped. This is 
what the wiſeſt man living could not have 
ſuſpected ſome years ago; and what the moft 


incre- 


6 
incredulous man cannot now deny: it is pub- 
liſhed and gloried in before the face of all 
people: the publication of Chriſtianity itſelf 
was not more notorious. Government hath 
been murdered in the perſon of their prinee; 
fn and blaſphemy of every kind, like wild 
beaſts that have broken their chains, have 
overran the country. No law ſubſiſts: the 
will of ſinful man, or of the man of ſin, is a 
law unto itſelf ; and as the apoſtle once ſaid, 
that the law was the ſtrength.of fin; ſo now 
it may be faid, the ſtrength of fin is the law 
and there is no other. It is a law, which 
doth not puniſh” robbery, but ordains it: a 
law, which doth not protect or ſave men's 
lives, but deſtroys them: and, if it had power 
according to its will, would not leave one honeſt 
man upon the earth. And hereby the man 
of ſin proves himſelf to be, what the apoſtle 
calls him, the /n of perdition; that is, the ſon 
C3 of 
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of the deſtroyer, hats name is ds, - the 
ſon of that father, Who Was a murderer from 
the beginning, and leads all his children to the 
practice of his own. favourite fin ; Who, in 
their capacity of legiſlators, have nothing to 
render them reſpectable, but new-1nvented 
terrors of torture and bloodſhed, The pro- 
ſpect here becomes too ſhocking to be mi- 
nutely delineated: every human creature, that 
has any feeling, muſt turn away from it with 
horror; and reſolve, that if ſuch be the world 
now left to us, it muſt ſurely be our A8 and 
intereſt, to pray to God, that he would put 
an end to it: or, in the more devout and 
affecting language of our Liturg gy. that he 
would ſhortly accompls ſb the number of his elec, 
and i Þ1S * 


As the bee can extract honey from a poi- 


ſonous flower, ſo may the Chriſtian, when 


properly 
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properly informed, derive comfort from every 
ſubject. Every event, whatſoever it may be 
in itſelf, 18 valuable to us, if the conſideration 
of it tends to the confirming and ſtrengthen- 
ing of our faith ; and how can it be other- 
| wile, when we ſee with our eyes, that God is 
faithful and true, and that the ſure word of 
his prophecy is daily fulfilling in the world? 
This brings the truth of the goſpel home to 
our boſoms, and makes us living witneſſes of 
it. When the wickedneſs of the Jews 
brought down the vengeance of heaven upon 
Jeruſalem, the time was fearful and fatal to 
that people ; while Chriſtians conſidered the 
whole as an accompliſhment of what their 
Maſter had foretold, and an earneſt of their 
own approaching redemption. The more 
wicked this world becomes, the nearer is its 
end: corruption is never very remote from 


diſſolution. | This great ſubject will have dif- 


ferent 
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ferent effects on the mind of A ehe per- 
ſons to ſome of terror, from the avenging 
hand of God, whom in the oiment of licen- 
tiouſneſs they have inſulted and defied: to 
others of comfort and confidence, from the 
fulfilling of the Divine promiſes. The fame 
waters of the flood, which drowned the world, 
| ſupported that ark which preſerved the family 
of Noah. When the world ſhall be in its laſt 


agonies of ſin and perturbation, and men's 


hearts are failing them for fear; the ſervants 
of Chriſt are commanded to lift up their Heads 
(which have been bowed down under re- 
proaches and perſecutions) and to /0o# wp, for 
their redemption draweth nigh. - That the time 
235 actually come, for the Chriſtians of this ge- 
neration to lift up their heads, it would be 
raſh to affirm, and perhaps weak to believe: 
many ſtrange things may intervene : yet thus 
far, I think, our perſuaſion may extend with 


reaſon ; 


(WF 
reaſon ; that all the ſervants of God, who now 
are, or ſhortly will be, leaving this preſent 


world, may go to reſt, under an aſſurance that 


their ſeparation from the body will be ſhort: a 


conſideration, which to our weak minds, ſub- 


ject to ſtrong impreſſions from the ideas of 


time and place, may have its uſe in leſſening 


the fear of death ; and it 15 therefore worth 


encouraging. 


—— 


As you have ſeen, from the prediction of 


the apoſtle, that the revelation of the man of 


ſin was an event, to happen before the end of 


the world; how thankful ought we to be, 
that it did not happen here: for, that the 
myſtery of iniquity hath long been at work in 
this nation, cannot be denied : and it would 
have prevailed, but for that power which 
letteth, the reſtraining power of government, 
which it hath pleated God, of his unmerited 


8 good- 


| There is too much truth in the aſſertion, that 
te firſt ſeeds of all this miſchief were ſown 
I in Britain. Here it was, that reaſon, now 
deified in France, Was firſt inveſted with the 
right of making its own religion; which, in 
other words, is a right of being its own God: 
and modern atheiſts have only carried that 
right to the point, to which it has always been 
tending, under the management of our deiſts. 
The lights and ſanctions of religion can be 
only from God: if from man, then he is God 
to himſelf. This doctrine, in fairer words, 
was firſt ſtarted amongſt us: and ſo was that 
other, that there is no power of government 
but from the power of the people. Here did 
that doctrine ariſe in the laſt century; and the 
murder of a king, with a facrilegious plun- 
dering of the church, and a miſcrable oppreſ- 
fion of the people, ſoon followed. But, 


2 throu gh 


| through the mercy of God, we were not given 
up: our miſtakes did not terminate in athe- 
iſm: and may the ſame Divine gràce till 

diſpoſe us to take proper warning, and make 
a wiſe uſe of the example now before our 
eyes; that we may every day be farther from 
the danger, and ſafer from the infection, of 
apoſtacy: that the church, which God hath 
promiſed to preſerve to the end of the World, 

may be preſerved Bere; and that the little 
faith he ſhall find at his coming, may be 
found with us. _ er 
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